HIP II Programmatic - Consultation

Project Completion Form

Within 120 days of completing a project covered under the HIP II programmatic biological opinion (HIP II BO), Bonneville Power Administration staff will review and submit this completed form with the following information to the project sponsor and to NMFS at hip.nwr@noaa.gov.  Use the NMFS Public Consultation Tracking System-Consultation Initiation and Reporting System (CIRS) to submit this report when the online system becomes available.

Date of Submittal
         03/03/2011 

	BPA EC Lead Contact:
	Nancy Weintraub
	Phone:   
	503-230-5373

	Project Contractor Contact:
	Dave Karl, WDFW
Eric Hoverson, CTUIR
	Phone:
	509-527-4138
541-524-5235

	Project Title:
	Tucannon Watershed Restoration – Spring Creek Project

	BPA Project #:    
	200820200

	BPA Contract #:
	44048

	6th Field HUC 12 Digit Code Number:
	170601070608                                       
	6th Field HUC Name
	Upper Lower Tucannon River

	
	

	Actual project in-water work Start and End Dates:
	Start:  


	End:  



	
	November 16, 2009
	November 20, 2009

	Lineal extent of observed turbidity downstream of project site (for projects involving in-water work only). Report in feet measurement.
	90 
	feet


       Check Box if project includes in-stream work, but does not involve in-water or near-water construction.

Fish Capture Reporting

The BPA will report the following information for all projects that involve work area isolation with associated fish capture and relocation.  When its available, provide a tally by species for each species impacted. FORMCHECKBOX 

	Supervisory Natural Resource Specialist (name, address & telephone number):


	Eric Hoverson

CTUIR Tucannon Fisheries Habitat Project Leader
Watershed Process & Restoration Instructor

Walla Walla Community College Environmental Center, Blding 640 

500 Tausick Way,
Walla Walla, WA 99362

(509)524-5235 phone, (541)969-1284 cell, (509)524-5209 fax 

erichoverson@ctuir.org
Dave Karl      

WDFW Watershed Steward, Snake Region

1340 North 13th Avenue 

Walla Walla, WA 99362

(509)386-1530     
     

	
	Interior Columbia Basin
	Lower Columbia and Willamette (Hood River downstream)

	Number of salmonids captured:
	     16
	          

	Number of salmonids injured: 
	     0
	     

	Number of salmonids killed:
	     0
	     


Provide a narrative assessment of the project sponsor's success in meeting all requirements including the terms and conditions of the HIP II BO consultation: Spring Creek habitat was restored very effectively. The outcome was well-received by the professional entities in the region and was considered as a project of special interest by the WA state governors office and promoted by the local SRSRB. Particular attention and effort was paid in the planning process in regard to utilizing trained and experienced personnel for capturing and moving all fishes from the work area prior to implementation. 68 aquatic mussels were also temporarily relocated. This task was carried out effectively and as a result helped preserve the health of the species captured. Data from the fish salvage effort will serve as a pre-project baseline data set and utilized further for monitoring the magnitude of change associated with our habitat restoration efforts at the project sites. Turbidity was minimized by planned strategy to work as much in the dry as possible by using generators and temporarily re-routing the flow away from the implementation area. The plan worked very well as virtually no turbidity could be observed. Pre project flows were estimated around 1 CFS, post project flows were estimated near 7 CFS after removing Reed Canary Grass and channel blockage. After slowly re-connecting flows into the main channel after implementation mild turbidity was observed on one side (but only covering 15% of wetted channel area) of the Tucannon River for 90 feet downstream from the project area. This phenomenon was short lived, 20 minutes as effective dilution occurred. Project implementation activities were conducted as proposed in coordination with WDFW (landowner). Immediate results of the project are; improvements to fish passage at the culvert and through the migration corridor due to channel manipulation, increased habitat complexity in the channel due to an increase in the overall pool and pocket water, as well as increased quantities of boulders, woody debris and wood ratings in relation to fish habitat, increased spawning areas created by the incorporation of gravel substrate into strategic areas of the spring (red/nest counts rose from 0 to 10 in 1 year). Long term improvements are expected in the riparian areas after vegetation is given a chance to grow and invasive reed canary grass is reduced further by physical removal (no herbicides used). Riparian vegetation will provide increased stream shade and cover and will provide a source for nutrients and food base for salmonids. Grazing reduction efforts to restrict the local deer population from killing trees planted were very successful Considerable time was spent on attention to details in regard to minimizing construction scars upon exiting the site. Approximately 12 car bodies were removed from the riparian area in addition to tons of miscellaneous junk. This is my favorite restoration project.    
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